
In the townland of Mountneill is an earthen 
mound adjacent to the River Slaney. It is re-

map, but is not recorded in the Archaeologi-
cal Inventory of Co Carlow (OPW). From the 
nearby road the observer sees a large grass 
grown mound encircled by several mature larch 

trees.  

 Historian Paul Gorry; thinks the structure 
served as an ice house for Mountneill House. Ice 
houses were a feature of most big houses up to 

the invention of freezers. The ice was harvested 
in winter from the river nearby and stored 
therein. Normally ice houses are of simple shape 
and mostly underground. This particular example 
is very elaborate for the purpose. It quite re-
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trees.  

 However when viewed from across the river 
one is surprised to see a romanesque entrance 
leading to a building within. Projecting from 
the entrance portal are the remains of a 
semicircular brickwork canopy. The left quad-
rant has since collapsed and lies on the 

grass nearby. The doorway and windows are of 
chiselled granite. Strangely there is no evi-
dence for door hangings. 

-

-

each side of the doorway are large niches in 
the wall of unknown purpose.The smaller niche 
is now used as a den by badgers who have 
spread loose clay nearby. The floor is also 
littered with animal bones and several 

within.  

is very elaborate for the purpose. It quite re-

sembles in particular the  and the 
Feuillé at Larchhill Arcadian Gardens in Co Kil-
dare. We agree that the structure served Mount-
neill House but is rather distant from the 
house, (which burned down in 1806 and shown on 

Our view is 
that an earlier big house was once located in 
the same field as the mound itself. 

Neighbouring counties; Kildare,Wicklow and Dub-
lin have many well known follies. 

 Is this the only example for Co Carlow? 

Further Reading; 
1
 Alborough House Dublin; a construction history by 

Irish Architectural and decorative 

Studies. Vol IV, 2001  

2. Wikipedia; Ice House (building). 

 

The whole scene reminds one of an Indiana 
Jones movie, without the snakes or giant spi-
ders etc! 

So what is the building for? Who built it and 
when? 

was once attached to a big house nearby, 
probably Mountneill House. Folly building was 
in fashion during the 18th c in Ireland. Our 
best date estimate for its construction is 
the 18th c or very early 19th c. Most likely 

builder was;    

1 Edward August Stratford who is said had a 
strong interest in architecture and urban de-
velopment which manifested itself not only in 

Mr Stratford married 

time. 

Click for video; http//glasnost.itcarlow.ie/~feeleyjm/

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Click for video; http//glasnost.itcarlow.ie/~feeleyjm/

mounds/moatabower.mp4 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  
 
 

  

 

 

 

 3.Storage,Preservation & Icehouses (Laois Education 
Centre). 

Sincere thanks to historians; Paul Gorry & Richard.Lennon   
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