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Augh a

Achad Fongl as no Achad Ardgl as,
The field of the gre en tillage (Joyce)

Siting;

On high ground o verlooking valley of
River barrow on eas t side, opposite Ol d
Leighlin.

Period of occupation;

5thto 13 th cent (est)

Public access;

On farm of Nolan family. Access wit h
permission through farmyard.

History

Founded by St Aed / Maed og

(Mo Aodh Qg ) in6thc

St Fintan of Clone nagh (Co Laois) wa s
abbot here.

Pillaged by Vikings in 864 AD.

In AD 1016 Abb ot Conmbach was
slain by the Ui -Bairrche a local clan.
Orientation;

ChurchisE -W

Current condition;

In ruins . East and west gables and
south wall extant, north wall collapse d
completely.

Internal dimensions ; 45'-6 x 15" -6".
The stonework of t his church is of e x-
ceptional quality and was expensive to
build even in the 10th c. Chiselle d-
blocks of stone a re visible on bot h
sides of each wall but the space b e-
tween is formed of random masonr .
Total wal | thicknes s is about 3 feet. It
is certainly worthy of preservation.

Early stone buildings make limited use
of chiselled stonework. It is confined
mainly to cills, qu oins, window & do or
surrounds,  because of the high cost of
the skilled labour r equired. The inner /
outer main walls are usually of selected
field stones with rand om rubble in the
centre. This was the dominant style of
construction until the 19th ¢ when
ashler cut stonework appears.

Interesting objects on site

Base of monastic ¢ ross on site. Remai ns
of water mill in farmyard. Large slab with
rectangular openi ng may be a second
cross base.

Survey result

Present ruin was builtin 10  th cent. A la ter
extension to NW located, but now no vis i-
ble trace. The Celtic cross (which on ce
rested on existing base) was located below
ground a few pace s to E. Als o to SE and
withi n a few pace s of the church rui n is
another small 10th ¢ building, presum a-
bly the priests residence

10th ¢ Church East Gable

Artists recon-
struction of 8th c
granite cross in
graveyard, ex-
trapolated from
base dimensions
and by divining.
The cross is simi-
lar to others of
same period
locally

eg Killeogan &
Old Leiglin.




West Gable Walll
showing the main
entrance doorway
and finely chiselled

stonework
0O.P.W Photo

Looking west to the
Castlecomer Pla-
teau , showing the
pyramid type cross
base at its present
location






Augha Church



