
The earliest traces of habitation found on this site 
were a group of round farm buildings dated to the 
4th and 5th centuries. A monastic community was 
later established here at Mah-Arnaide of  
Ui Cennselaig  by  St Abban  of  Kilabban.. 
The monastery was situated in an  area currently 
occupied by the Church of Ireland parish church, 
the churchyard  and the  surrounding L-shaped 
field.  

The only present evidence 
remaining of  an early 
Christian foundation  is the 
two granite crosses. One 
cross stands in the 
neighbouring field, the top 
section of the other is in the 
churchyard.  
An archaeological survey 
carried out during the  sum-
mer of 2001 found that the  
earliest monastic buildings   
dated to the 5th century and 

consisted of a small church (5.1) of rectangular 
plan with four round  support buildings. In the 6th 
and 7th century another  seven round buildings 
were added. All buildings had a  wall constructed 
of clay and wattle with a thatched conical roof. 
The 8th century  saw the addition of two churches  
(8.1 & 8.2) in the field on North side between the 
present churchyard boundary wall and the cross.   
 

 The last timber framed building was built in the 9th cen-
tury and was a  long  narrow dormitory (9.1) with acco-
modation for  about 12 monks.  
 
Note that  the life of the timber framed structures was 
about 150 years. Consequently a community had to re-
place existing buildings even  when the community was 
not growing.  
The first  stone  building found was a  T-shaped church 
(10.1) of the 10th century, built  with dry stone walls 3’ 
thick and with a thatched roof. 
The nave of this church was 20’ long and 8’ wide inter-
nally. The side rooms at the arms of the tee ( trancepts ) 
were also small  with internal  dimensions of 6’ x 7’ . 
This church was apparently used as the local parish 
church for many centuries. Nearby was a stone dwell ing  
house (10.2) presumably that of the priest. 
The eleventh century  had two adjoining stone buildings  
a scr iptor ium (11.1) and   dormitory (11.2). These were 
located  in Doran’s field  just outside the North boundary 
wall of the graveyard. Also immediately  outside the  
West  boundary wall was a guest house (11.3). The last 
building constructed was a church (12.1) dated to 12th c. 
The area above the vestry was lofted for storage, with a 
ladder for access. 
The monks bur ial ground was located  in the stony 
patch of Doran’s field, upslope of the old quarry. 
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10th c T-shaped church 

9th c Long Dormitory 



Key to 
Buildings 

   

Cent Bld 
Num 

Type Use 

10th 1 Stone. 20’ x 8’ int. 
Trancepts 7’ x 6’  

Church 

 2  Stone Dwell ing 

11th 1 Stone 20’ x 14’  Scriptorium 

 2 Stone 32’ x 15’  Dormitory 

 3 Stone 39’ x 15’  Guesthouse 

12th 1 Stone 26’ x 18’ int Church 

Key to 
Buildings 

   

Cent Bld 
Num 

Type Use 

5th 1 Timber 12’ x 7’  Sleeping 

 2 Timber 15’ x 9’  Chapel 

 3 Timber 12’ diameter Dwell ing 

 4 Timber  14’ diameter ‘ ’  

 5 Timber 12’ diameter ‘ ’  

6th 1 Timber  16’ diameter ‘ ’  

 2 Timber 12’ diameter ‘ ’  

 3 Timber 15’  diameter ‘ ’  

 4 Timber 16’ diameter Workshop 

 5 Timber 16’ diameter Sleeping 

 6 Timber 12’ diameter Sleeping 

7th 1 Timber  15’ diameter  

8th 1 Timber  29’ x 14’  Church 

 2 Timber 22’ x 14’  Church 

9th 1 Timber 46’ x 8’  Dormitory 


