CFY – Operating Systems


Lab 4
Command Prompt
 Objective: Using the command line interface.

At the end of this lab, you will be able to

· Use the Command line editor
· Copy, Delete, rename files using the command line interface
· Use the RD command to remove folders
· Use the  FC command to compare files.e.g. compare a copied file to its original
Use the Internet and Help facility to help you do this lab sheet.

Task 1:

Create the following directory structure through the command prompt (using DOS commands only).  Note: The CompanyAccounts directory is off the root directory of drive G. 


[image: image1]
Task 2: Creating a text file
To create a text file use the Notepad command. Create a textfile called DOSPRAC1.TXT and save it in the folder CompanyAccounts. 

Type in the following text into the file 
How many roads must a man walk down
Before you call him a man?


Task 3:  
Check the contents of your directory for the new file. 
Write down the command. …………………………………………………………..

Interpret all of the information returned to you on the screen about the new file. 
Do not continue until you understand all of this information.


What information are you given about the file?

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Task 4:  
You can view the contents of your file without opening the file by using the type command. View the contents of DOSPRAC1.TXT
Write the command that you used to do this : …………………………………………………….

Task 5:   Copying Files


Change to the CompanyAccounts folder, if you are not already there. 
To copy the file DOSPRAC1.TXT to DOSPRAC2.TXT (in same folder)
Use command 



Copy DOSPRAC1.TXT DOSPRAC2.TXT
Copy file DOSPRAC1.TXT and place it on the AccountsDell folder.
Write down the command. …………………………………………………………..

Task 6: Copy DOSPRAC1.TXT and DOSPRAC2.TXT to the root of your M: drive , verifying the copy operation has been done. Need 2 seperate copy commands.
Write down the commands used: ……………………………………………………..

…………………………….. …………………………………………………………..
Task 7:
Copy & Rename in one command.
Copy file DOSPRAC1.TXT and place it on the M: drive and call it DOSPRAC1.BAC
Write down the command. …………………………………………………………..

There should be 3 files on the M: drive now.
Task 8: 
Compare the two versions of the ASCII files DOSPRAC1.TXT (on G: and on M:) using the FC command. 
Use the HELP facility to find out how to achieve this.

Write down the command used………………………………………………………..

Task 9: Deleting Files and Folders

Delete the file DOSPRAC1.TXT from your M drive.
Write down the command used………………………………………………………..

Delete the other text files you copied to the M drive.
Task 10:  Change to the Company Accounts folder.
Copy the file DOSPRAC1.TXT to the AccountsDell folder. 

Write down the command used………………………………………………………..

Delete the contents of the AccountsDell  folder but not the folder itself.

Write down the command used………………………………………………………..

If you did want to delete folder AccountsDell, what command would you use? ...................
Task 11:
Rename the file DOSPRAC2.TXT to be DOSPRACTICAL.TXT
Write down the command used………………………………………………………..

Task 12: 
Create a directory called Backup. Copy the file called DOSPRACTICAL.TXT into it.
Write down the commands used: ……………………………………………………..

…………………………….. …………………………………………………………..

Task 13: 
Try to delete the Backup directory. 
What happens? .............................................................................Overcome this.
Write down the command used………………………………………………………..

Task 14:
Creating a directory with a space in its name.
Create the directory structure below and verify that it was created correctly.





Summary :
Write down what each command does:
Dir 

………………………………………………………………..
CD 

………………………………………………………………..
MD 

………………………………………………………………..
RD 

..………………………………………………………………..
Copy 

………………………………………………………………..
Del (for files)
………………………………………………………………..
Del (for folders)………………………………………………………………..
Type 

..………………………………………………………………..
Rename 
..………………………………………………………………..
FC 

..………………………………………………………………..
Overview Questions: (Taken from a past exam paper)
Q1.
Write the command to display all files including files in the sub-directories within the C:\Windows directory and pause after each screen full.

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Q2. Assume you are in G: root directory. Write the command to change to the Golf Club  directory. 

Write down the command(s) used ………………………………………..
Q3.
Assume you are in Golf Club directory. Write the command to change to the Slides directory. 

Write the command to do this ………………………………………..
Q4.
Assume you are in Slides directory. Write the command to change back to the Golf Club directory. 

Write the command to do this ……………………………………..
Q5.
Assume you are in G: root directory. Write the command to change to the Slides directory. Write the fastest command(s) to do this 

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Q6.
Assume you are in the G:\Golf Club\Slides directory. Write the command to change to the root of the G drive.
Write the fastest command(s) to do this 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
Q7.
Assume you are in the Results folder. Create a text file called sample.txt.
Write down the command(s) to copy this file sample.txt to the Slides folder and rename it sample.bac
……………………………………………………………………………………………
Can you write the command without using an absolute path?

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Q8.
Assume you are in the G:\Golf Club folder. Write down the command(s) to move this file sample.bac from the Slides directory to Golf Club folder.
……………………………………………………………………………………………
Can you write the command without using an absolute path?

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Q9.
Assume you are in the G:\ folder. Write down the command(s) to copy the file sample.bac from the Golf Club folder to the Results folder.

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Can you write the command without using an absolute path?

……………………………………………………………………………………………
G:\





AccountsDell





March12





CompanyAccounts





AccountsSun





April12





April12





Copy Command: Allows the user to copy one or more files to an alternate location.


COPY source [destination] 


Source :�
Specifies the file or files to be copied.�
�
Destination: �
Specifies the directory or filename for the new file(s).�
�






Del Command


You can use the del command to delete files and also the contents of a folder also but not the folder itself. For example:


del myfile.txt


This command will delete the file called myfile.txt


del reports


This command will delete any files within the folder reports but not the folder reports itself.








G:





Golf Club





Slides





Results
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